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fact, that he tries to blot it out of his mind instead of either rebelling
against it or giving in to it. The chief trouble is a lack of affectional
ties. He has a good capacity for forming affectionate relations with
people but little opportunity for it in his family. He disapproves of
the behavior he sees and wants no part of it. He says he is ashamed
of his stealing. He seems to do best when stimulated moderately
from outside himself, or before an audience. He is aware of his
sexuality but suppresses it.
Summary and Discussion. In this family we find behavior that is
considered bad by both Navahos and whites, plus some that is bad
only by Navaho standards. One wonders if the accusation of witch-
craft was made more readily because of the blood of different tribes
in the family and the feeling by "100 percent Navahos" that they are
"foreigners." Has the accusation broken their spirit, so that they do
not feel it worth while to try very hard?
Comas appears to have good potentialities, but they have been
stifled by an environment which has starved him emotionally, kept
his horizons narrow, and disgusted him in addition. Had there been
a school near by, perhaps he would have found there what his
family failed to provide, and such an outlet would have helped him
to develop some of his abilities. As it is, there seems to be little to
keep him from following his brother's footsteps or at least drifting
into shiftlessness. He might still improve over his present perform-
ance if, for instance, he should marry a girl in a more energetic
family than his own, where the stimulation of that environment
would supply the impetus that he lacks.
CASE vi. This girl's family is about average in every respect and
represents the )(ind of people who are the pillars of Navaho society.
Two daughters went to school briefly. Here again are examples of
men with more than one wife.
Bianca, our subject here, is a pretty girl of about sixteen, the fifth
daughter in a family with six girls and one boy. When we gave
tests in this family, Bianca, her parents, her brother, a younger sister,
a niece, and a nephew were living in a well-iuilt hogan on the edge
of their corn and bean field. This is situated a few miles from the
home of Carlotta and is thus a considerable distance from Ramah.
About fifty yards from their hogan stood another with its back to
Bianca's, in which lived two older sisters and their husband. About